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ACOUSTIC GUITAR PLAYER BLOG 


To be a good acoustic guitar player or not to be

Whether it's an electric guitar, an acoustic steel guitar or a nylon string guitar, you will still need to know a number of basic things to get by if you wish to play with other musicians.

Where a lot of players go wrong is they don't realise what it is they need to know to become a better guitar player.

I have created this document to help fill in the musical gaps that self taught guitarists have and also to help guitarists develop the required confidence to play with other players and to speed up the self learning process.

A few questions 

· Do you know the names of the notes on the fretboard?

· Was your music teacher silly enough to teach you that Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit nonsense and you still can't make sense of musical notation?

· Can you change the key of a song if you need to do so in a matter of minutes?


Think about the questions for a moment
Do you want to be a good guitar player and would you like to be on top of the things I have mentioned? 


These are just the beginning steps that can be easily sorted out.





LEARN THE GUITAR FRETBOARD


You can learn the guitar fretboard in a very short period of time. It's quite simple really.

The reason people often have difficulty in learning is because they:
1. Can't see the big picture and

2. Don't break things down into manageble chunks

An example of the BIG picture in relation to the fretboard is:

 'The same notes are repeated over and over and over'

The manageable chunks are 'There are only six strings to learn' = one a day for 6 days 

Let's look at one of the manageble chunks.

In music you only need to know a small section of the alphabet A B C D E F G
The lowest sounding string on a guitar is generally tuned to E 

If we were only using ABCDEFG and were going from A to B to C to D etc the sound would be getting a little higher. Don't worry too much about the detail, just try and get an overview.

And again if we were only using ABCDEFG and were going from G to F to E to D etc the sound would be getting a bit lower, not much just a little.

So the first thing you need to master is the letters of the alphabet A B C D E F G and what will be extremely useful for the future is to learn those 6 letters backwards. G F E D C B A
So there are two simple things to learn:

1. There are only 7 letters of the alphabet to learn

2. It's useful to learn them backwards

The foundation of your music needs to be firm to be able to develop into a balanced musician / guitar player. If you are like me, you'll still want to play guitar in 20 years and will be eternally fascinated by the potential of the guitar and other instruments that the guitar will no doubt morph into.
ACOUSTIC GUITAR FRETBOARD, MAKING SENSE OF IT IS EASY
 
You’ll notice I've barely even mentioned the guitar so far. Why not?

Well, it’s the same as learning to read a language, you need to learn the components, “the letters” first.

What I‘ve noticed is that many self taught guitarists don’t see the pattern of notes as they move up the fretboard, “ABCDEFG”.  Maybe the confusion came about because of a misunderstanding about sharps and flats and / or a music teacher told them, “Every good boy deserves fruit”, no wonder music students are confused. I was discussing this issue with my good friend the guitar great (the late) Ike Isaacs about 25 years ago, and we both decided that it should be outlawed as it is quite nonsensical and is really a hindrance to the learning process.

To put the following statement simply:

a Sharp is ONE NOTE HIGHER, up one fret on the guitar
a Flat is ONE NOTE LOWER, one fret down the neck closer to the tuning pegs.

The rule is: (THIS IS IMPORTANT)

There are no sharps or flats between B and C

There are NO sharps or flats between E and F
This means there are sharps and flats between all the other notes 
A and B 
C and D 
F and G 
G and A

It’s really quite simple!
LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - E String


To summarize the last two pages:

There are only 7 letters of the alphabet to learn - ABCDEFG
It’s good to know them back to front – GFEDBA
Between B and C and also between E and F there are no SHARPS or FLATS
A SHARP note is one note closer to the sound hole
A FLAT is one note closer to the tuning pegs

Now let’s put that in to practice

The lowest sounding string is an E string …Yes?

So if we apply the information written above we can start naming the notes as we work our way up the neck, and to keep it simple for the moment we’ll forget FLATS exist:

E---- F---- F sharp ---- G ---- G sharp ----A ---- A sharp ----- B---- C






We’ve just completed the first 8 frets of the guitar.

One day at a time, one string, that’s enough for to day.




LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - A String


After reading the last couple of pages you’ll know the seven letters of the alphabet used in music are ABCDEFG and I’ll assume you’ll know them backwards now – GFEDCBA

Now we’ll go to the next string, the A string, the second lowest sounding string.

The principles are the same right throughout music. As in the previous post about the E string we’ll only use sharps at the moment.

The notes on the A string are:

A --- A sharp --- B ---C --- C sharp --- D --- D sharp --- E ---F





So if you complete this tomorrow by the end of the day, you would have mastered the first 8 frets on 2 strings

One day at a time, one string, that’s enough for a day…small chunks of information are easy to digest.  

When you overload yourself with information, there’s a tendency to forget the lot, get confused and give up.
LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - D String

For some mysterious reason a lot of music teachers like to do things the hard way. I can't quite work out why, maybe it's because they pride themselves on the intellect. There's a very good American Singer Guitarist called David Wilcox who plays a lot of very nice open tunings on his guitar, he uses capos and half capos. David once made a quote, from memory I think it was in the excellent Acoustic Guitar magazine, it went something like " I had one Classical Guitar lesson and the teacher put the fear of music into me, I never went back".

Now, it's important to note hear that I'm not knocking Classical Guitar, I am very fond of the music of Narcisco Yepes and Julian Bream and am in awe of Bach. My issue is about the attitude of some music teachers being a bit snobby about other players if they don't play the same style or don't have the theory thing together. 

I also am very much for guitar players the training themselves in music theory, because it's great tool to have to be able to communicate with non guitar players. The introduction of TAB is a blessing, especially for working with open tuning. The issue with tab is that the bad TAB leaves out the timing. The TAB I prefer is like what I've seen in the Bluegrass players Steve Kauffman's books. When you read it, you don't necessarily need to have heard the tune to play it.

The 4th string, as you may know is the D string. And it's important to remember that when we number the strings, the 1st string is closest to the toes. 

As we are continuing it's important to remember the rules don't change. THERE ARE NO SHARPS OR FLATS BETWEEN E and F
The notes are:
D---D#---E---F---F#---G---G#---A---A#




LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - G String

The third string of the guitar is the G string

I'll repeat the music mantra:

THERE ARE NO SHARPS OR FLATS BETWEEN B and C

THERE ARE NO SHARPS OR FLATS BETWEEN E and F 

The notes on the G string are:

G---G#---A---A#---B---C---C#---D---D# 






And also as before, we are only working with SHARPS (#) and forgetting flats. 

So you'd guess the next one after D#, yes? E

Once you know just one note, you can systematically identify any note on the fretboard


LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - B String

The second string of the guitar is the B string
The notes are:
B---C---C#---D---D#---E---F---F#---G---G#
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And you'd realise we recycle back to A after the G sharp
LEARN THE NOTES ON THE FRETBOARD - E String

The first string of the guitar is the E string, exactly the same as the 6th
The notes are:

E---- F---- F sharp ---- G ---- G sharp ----A ---- A sharp ----- B---- C
[image: image5.png]




And keep going up the neck.  It’s a good idea to test yourself 
SUMMARY:

It’s highly recommendable to learn to identify the notes on the fretboard, it will speed up the learning process
Consider a more logical approach to learning to read music than Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit
You only need to know the alphabet from A up to G

Once you get up to G you start over again at A

Learn the alphabet backwards from G to A
There’s no sharps or flats between B and C

There’s no sharps or flats between E and F

A sharp (#) is one note higher

A flat (b) is one note lower


The approach I have used is one that I have developed from observing the learning blocks that I have noticed in students over a 35 year period.


The next document will cover FLATS instead of sharps



For information on the emotional side of music, go to:


http://acousticguitarist.wordpress.com/
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